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▪ Initial → PhD: in most doctoral programs it is mandatory to publish 1 
or 2 indexed papers (JCR) in order to have the PhD degree.

▪ Carreer→ “Acreditación”: to become a university professor, there are 
different levels, whose evaluation criteria are supported mainly on 
indexed publications.

▪ Consolidation→ “Sexenios”: measurement of productivity basis of 
the scientific evaluation system. It implies a remunteration
supplement. Also supported by indexed papers.

Academic and research careers in Spain

In a context in which open science permeates the
discourse of national and international organizations
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▪ Rankings

▪ Quality assessment and research agencies: 
o accredited teachers are mandatory to support teaching in 

programs, 
o sexenios are mandatory to participate in evaluation committees, 

doctoral programs, to access to research grants etc.

Universities

Publication in indexed journals (Q1) is encouraged (recognition, awards and 
economic incentives).

The impact of research is measured by the university institutions themselves. 
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• Pressure to publish in indexed journals (JCR, SJR)
➢ Rewards

o Professional promotion
o Economic incentives
o Reputation or status
o Recognition

• Mandatory to publish in Open Access (public founds)
➢ Institutional repositories
➢ Thematic repositories
➢Open Access journals

General context
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Universities

RESEARCH = PUBLISH

Evaluation conditions how scientific results are communicated
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UniversitiesWhere Spanish researchers publish?    

Table 1: Percentage of publications from the top 20 countries in the top 10 publishers indexed 
in the Web of Science core collection in 2021. Source: Delgado & Martín-Martín (2022) 
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UniversitiesWhere Spanish researchers publish?    

Table 2. Evolution of the percentage of Spanish and world publications in the top 25 
publishers indexed in the Web of Science core collection (2016-2021). Source: (Delgado & 
Martín-Martín 2022) 
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Universities

Table 3: Evolution of the publication percentage of the top 25 journals in the Web of Science 
core collection that published the most articles by Spanish authors (2015-2021). Source: 
(Delgado & Martín-Martín, 2022) 
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UniversitiesTwo scenaries for researchers

Pay for Reading (Subcription)
Pay for publishing (APC)

Open Access JournalOpen Access Journal Repository

Pay

Last year ANECA issues a report including “non-standard performance” journals in 
which it is not advisable to publish.
Precisely many of those in which Spanish researchers were publishing.
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▪ The evaluation model and its assessment criteria impact on the way 
science is done and communicated

▪ The Spanish evaluation system implemented in the last century has 
had its positive effects

▪ But, … the means (publishing) has become an end in itself

➢Quantity is imposed on quality

▪ Open Access is recommended and mandatory for public founded 
research

▪ Open Science practices (in its broadest sense) is (more or less) a hobby 
for researchers' weekends.

Conclusions
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▪ Open science is an opportunity, but it must be supported by policies 
consistent with its principles, 

▪ It is urgent to revise research evaluation

▪ Summarizing, Open Science is a landscape under construction with a 
horizon of possibilities

Final remarks
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